
 

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Welcome to Christ’s Service of Worship for the Lord’s Day 

 

 

 

                          January 9, 2022 

                Second Sunday of Christmas 

 

 

GATHER JOYFULLY 

 

THE PRELUDE     

        

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR PRAYER AND PREPARATION 

Psalm 29; Isaiah 42:1-9; Acts 10:34-43 

(Congregants are encouraged to read and reflect upon these passages as they prepare for 

worship.)         

 

BUILDING THE BODY OF CHRIST   

                               

*HYMN OF PRAISE  663        Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun 

   

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP   (responsive) 

Minister: Do not fear, says the Lord.  I am with you! 

Worshippers: He has called us by name, and we are His. 

Minister: Arise and shine, for your light has come! 

Worshippers: The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 

Minister: Come, let us worship God. 

 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND CONFESSION (unison) 

Saving God, Source of our calling, 

Guide for our journey, Giver of every good gift, 

Your Word is full of power and glory, 

Your presence brings us strength for our days. 

 In this gathering to worship and praise You, 

pour out upon us Your Holy Spirit. 

Fill our hearts, our minds, our lives  

with Your vision for life eternal. 

We know well that we are not worthy, 

that we cling to destructive habits 

and allow the past to hold us captive. 

In Your loving-kindness, have mercy on us, 

that we might rise to new life in You. 

Be with us now, we pray. 

Hear these our silent prayers. 



(Worshippers will pray silently.) 

 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 

*RESPONSE HYMN  435   There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy   (Verse 2) 

 

For the love of God is broader 

than the measures of the mind. 

And the heart of the Eternal 

is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 

we would gladly trust God's Word, 

and our lives reflect thanksgiving 

for the goodness of our Lord. 

 

 

GROW SPIRITUALLY 

 

 

THE FIRST READING OF GOD’S WORD   Psalm 139:1-12 
1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 2 You know when I sit down and when I rise 

up; you discern my thoughts from far away.3 You search out my path and my lying down, and 

are acquainted with all my ways. 4 Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it 

completely. 5 You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 6 Such 

knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it. 7 Where can I go from 

your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence? 8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if 

I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 9 If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the 

farthest limits of the sea, 10 even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold 

me fast. 11 If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me become night’, 
12 even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light 

to you. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE / THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

MUSIC VOLUNTARY                                                                                          Jeff Midkiff 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

       

THE SECOND READING OF GOD’S WORD    John 1:43-51 
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow 

me.’ 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found 

Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the 



prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ 46Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything 

good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ 47When Jesus saw Nathanael 

coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no 

deceit!’ 48Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw 

you under the fig tree before Philip called you.’ 49Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son 

of God! You are the King of Israel!’ 50Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you 

that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ 51And he said to him, 

‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon the Son of Man.’ 

 

THE PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION   

           

THE SERMON                            THE INESCAPABLE GOD                               Russ Merritt           

 

HYMN OF COMMITMENT  43   

         You Who Dwell in the Shelter of the Lord (On Eagle’s Wings)  Verses 1 and 2 

                                                 

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    The Apostles’ Creed   (Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, 

his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  He descended into hell.  

The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there He shall come to judge the living 

and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy universal church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen.   

 

 

GO FAITHFULLY 

 

 

*HYMN OF DEDICATION   543    God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me  

                                                                                                                     (Verses 1, 4 and 5) 

 

THE BENEDICTION   

 

   THE POSTLUDE 

 

   OUR SERVICE  

 

 

*Indicates the People Standing 

 

 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-A-737649 . All rights reserved.  

Used by permission CCLI#1241295 



Caring for Creation: 

Recycle and buy sustainable products.  Buy recycled paper. 

Thought for the month:        Genesis 2:15 

The LORD God then took the man and settled him in the garden of Eden, to cultivate 

and care for it.  

 

The environment is God's gift to everyone, and in our use of it we have a responsibility 

towards the poor, towards future generations and towards humanity as a whole. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

Circle1 meets Tuesday, January 11th at the Church. 

 

Thank you to all who help contribute to the mitten tree. We received 34 items.   

 

LOA Soup for Seniors:   Winter is a difficult time for our older homebound neighbors and 

the choice between food and heat can be hard.  Help make that decision easy by ensuring 

their shelves are stocked with warming soups and other non-perishable items. This year’s 

goal is 45,000 cans of soup to be delivered to more than 2,800 local residents.  We will collect 

soup and crackers through the month of January and the first week of February.  Items will 

be delivered on February 7th or 8th.  If you are interested in helping with this mission, please 

leave your donations in the narthex. 

 

We will NOT be collecting used printer cartridges anymore.  RAM is no longer involved in 

this project.  If you know of anywhere else where they can be recycled, please contact Holly 

Woodson.  Thank you for your participation in this recycling project. 

 

JUST A REMINDER:  there are boxes in the narthex to recycle your bulletins. 

 

 

 

Calendar 

 

Today  10:00 – 10:45 am  Sunday School 

11:00 am   Morning Worship  

 

Tuesday  10:00 am   Circle 1 

 

Next Sunday 10:00 – 10:45 am  Sunday School 

11:00 am    Morning Worship  

 

 

 



 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

3911 Greenland Avenue, Roanoke, Virginia 24012-3250 

WEBSITE:WWW.NORTHMINSTERPCUSA.ORG 

 

Russ Merritt, Transitional Pastor      Melissa Hudson, Music Director 

Susie Tallmage, Secretary                 Lauren Axelson, Nursery Attendant  

                           Ministers…Members of Northminster 

 

If you or someone you know should be included in the list of those needing special prayer, 

please contact the Minister. If prayers have been answered and we can celebrate God’s 

goodness by removing your name from the list, let the Minister know. 

 

Let us keep those listed below in our prayers. 

Members 

Jessee Amos  Ann Bailey   Bill Bailey 

Frances Bowling  Bobby Brammer  Jim Cregger   

Barry Ferrell  Michael Hambrick  Jake Hayes    

Barbara Jones  Dennis Kincer  Reba Kling    

Bob Lancaster  Stan Lanford  Homer Linton   

Susan Lockard  Floyd Moretz  Ann Pace    

Mac Pace   Ken Riding   Buddy Smith   

Sandy Smith          Jo Ann Threlkeld   

  

Friends and Family 

Joaquin Bielawski 

Donna Betters (Sherry Moses) 

 

 

*THE SESSION * 

Clerk of Session: Holly Woodson 

Elders:  Kathy Baker, Bob Bielawski, Frankie Bielawski, Pam Claterbaugh, Richard 

Claterbaugh, Trent Cundiff, Judy Ferrell, Tom Hale, Vee Hayes, Daniel Kirby, Chuck 

Lockard, Sherry Moses, Debbie Newman, Jeremy Newman, Gayle Wise 


